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Westbrook was imposed on him. But of this
he was, and he remained, perfectly unconscious.
Clare ought to have retired from the field, but
her dependent condition, and her wretched
anxiety about Allegra, were her excuse for
clinging to the only friends she had.

All this was evident to Mrs. Mason, and it was
soon shown that she had judged rightly, as the
relations between Mary and Clare became cordial
and natural once they were relieved from the
intolerable friction of daily companionship.

During this time of excitement and unrest one
new acquaintance had, however, begun, which cir-
cumstances were to develop into a close and in-
timate companionship.

In January there had arrived at Pisa a young
couple of the name of Williams; mainly attracted
by the desire to see and to know Shelley, of whose
gifts and virtues and sufferings they had heard
much from Tom Medwin, their neighbour in
Switzerland the year before. Lieutenant Edward
Elliker Williams had been, first, in the Navy, then in
the Army; had met his wife in India, and, returning
with her to England, had sold his commission and
retired on half-pay. He was young, of a frank
straightforward disposition and most amiable
temper, modest and unpretentious, with some literary
taste, and no strong prejudices. Jane Williams
was young and pretty, gentle and graceful, neither